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The Allegory of the Cave
The Allegory of the Cave was presented by Plato- a respected philosopher, in his work Republic. It makes a comparison between impact of education and its absence on nature. Plato present the allegory in a form of dialogue between his brother Glaucon and Socrates. He describes a group of individuals who have spent their entire lives living in an enclosed cave. They are chained facing the cave’s wall in a position that they are incapable of turning around as their heads and legs are in fixed position. Consequently, they are unable to look at around the cave, themselves or even each other (Plato). A fire is set behind the prisoners and a walkway in between. The raised walkway has a low wall that allow the prisoners to only see the shadow of the load carried by people passing through the walkway (Plato). Besides, the prisoners can only hear the echoes of the sounds of people talking thus assuming they come from the shadows.
When one prisoner is freed from the cave and brought around the fire to see the actual objects, he would find it difficult to accustom to the new environment. The strong light would cause pain and anger forcing him to escape back to the cave. In essence, the strong light blurs his vision preventing him from seeing actual objects. However, if the prisoner is forced to sit outside the cave until his eyes adapt to the new environment then he will appreciate its superiority to the cave. He will find it difficult to survive in the after familiarizing with the outside world.
Plato puts the allegory of the cave in the context of education. It describes the influence of education on human perception on nature. People infer meanings to incidents around them based on their understanding. For instance, the prisoners in the cave believe that the shadows they see on the cave walls are responsible for the sounds since they do see the actual bodies. Besides, they believe the shadows and actual objects rather than the images. 
According to the allegory, people removed from the cave find it difficult to adapt to the “normal’ life due to several reasons. Firstly, the reality in the outside world is very complex for his comprehension since the body is not accustomed to it. Secondly, the reality outside the cave is different hence disrupting his usual body functioning. The persons thus have readjust to adapt to the new environment. Reintroducing a prisoner into the cave after adapting to the outside world they become blind due to poor lighting. The prisoners back in the cave thinks the person is out of his mind since whatever he says is unrealistic. They believe he does not know what he is talking about as they sound unreal to them.
The Plato’s allegory of the cave has several interpretations centered on the ability to make conclusions from uninformed view due to the ignorance. One primary reason our ignorance is due to absence of knowledge on given subject. A person who do not have any information on specific will not be aware of her or his ignorance. Secondly, lack of exposure and experience result in our inability to identify our ignorance. Exposure expands our world view on various subjects. For example, a person who has not tasted a meal from a different cook will never appreciate the existence of other dishes until they meet a different chef.  
Human beings are no different from the prisoners in the Plato’s allegory as they often prefer to remain in their comfort zones. The fear to venture out is due to fear of the unknown and pain that comes with disruption. Consequently, only the brave can conquer their fears to venture out in the new fields. Additionally, a person has to be optimistic that breaking away from the comfort zone comes with unprecedented benefits. Finally, we can only escape from the ignorance of our ignorance by reading widely and venturing out of our comfort zones.
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